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What is the Anytown Youth Leadership Institute?

Anytown Youth Leadership Institute is NCCJ’s residential leadership institute for high school students in the 10-12th grade.  Anytown consists of a 2.5 day session during the weekend of November 1-3, 2019 OR March 13-15, 2020. There is also a year of bimonthly follow-ups to reinforce lessons learned at Anytown.  All students must have an adult supporter (parent, guardian, other family member or friend attend one of the Parent Orientation Sessions)
Anytown challenges young people to first imagine an ideal community and then create one.  Anytown provides students the opportunity to live and interact with a diverse group of people.  Students and adults from different ethnic, religious, cultural, and socio-economic backgrounds experience the power of building and working with a diverse team.  They work together to build a community based on inclusion, respect and understanding.

What do the Delegates do at Anytown?
· Leadership workshops
· Experiential activities
· Role-plays
· Discussion groups
Delegates explore the complexities of the most important issues facing us today.  They examine the causes of bias, stereotypes, prejudices, and discrimination.  They form an understanding of race relations, gender roles, interfaith issues, sexual orientation, disability awareness, socioeconomic issues, and the fabric of oppression.
Anytown participants learn to:

· appreciate their uniqueness

· discover common ground

· work together to address the roots of cultural discord

· prepares students to return home and apply their experience in their schools and communities  

Anytown is staffed by counselors who:

· are FBI and BCI background checked 

· are alumni of Anytown with at least one year out of high school

· have experience teaching diversity and inclusion

· have experience working with high school students

· are college students and adults who are volunteering their time

Where and how do delegates go to Anytown?

· Anytown is held at the Cricket Holler Scout Camp, 6675 Brantford Rd. Dayton, OH 45414.
· Transportation is provided both to and from Anytown

· All meals and snacks are provided, and we can accommodate special diets
· Participants sleep in air conditioned cabins
How much does it cost to attend Anytown?

· There is a non-refundable $25 registration fee due with all application.

· This life changing experience, which includes 2.5 days of Anytown and a year of follow up bimonthly sessions, is $150 for students who do NOT receive free or reduced lunch.  We offer full scholarships for those on free or reduced lunch. 
· NCCJ of Greater Dayton works hard to raise funds and solicit donations so that we can reduce that cost.  
The actual cost of Anytown is $500 per delegate. 
What camp does applicant plan on attending? (Circle One)

November 1-3, 2019                            March 13-15, 2020
Applicant Information
Application can also be filled out and submitted online at: http://www.nccjgreaterdayton.org/anytown/

(Application deadline is two weeks prior to camp)
Please Print

Name: ______________________________________________        
Age:  _____          Graduation Year:  _________
Address: ____________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________ 

Phone(s): HOME_____________________________________

CELL:  ________________________________

Email:  _____________________________________________

T-shirt size: S  M  L  XL  2XL  3XL  4XL  5XL

Date of Birth: ___________________         Gender: _________  

Current grade:   _________________________
     

School Applicant Attends:   ___________________________________________________________________________  

One of the guiding principles (goals) of Anytown is to have a diverse group of delegates.  To help us meet that goal, we ask you to provide the following information:

Racial/Ethnic Background: □ African American/Black     □ Caucasian/White     □ Latino/a     □ Asian     □ Pacific Islander

           
    □ Native American                □ Multiracial   
        □ Other:_________________________


Religious/Spiritual Background: □ Jewish            □ Islamic         □ Hindu
     □ Baha’i          □ Buddhist    



            □ Christian         □ Unitarian      □ Non-religious/secular




            □ Other:  _______________________________________________________________
Specify any special accommodation for physical accessibility or dietary needs: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant Agreement

Attending the Anytown Youth Leadership Institute includes making a commitment.  If you want to be considered for this year’s class, please read the following and sign below.

· I agree to attend the entire selected session during the weekend selected. 

· I agree to be prepared to participate fully in the Anytown experience.

· I will not use drugs or alcohol at Anytown.

· I will respect all participants, their belongings and their space.
I have read and agree to the above.

___________________________________________________

___________________
Applicant’s Signature






Date
Essay
Essay Questions MUST be included with the application. There are no wrong answers.  Feel free to speak with family, friends or other adults in your life about these questions.  Then write your answers from your heart on a separate sheet of paper and submit with this application.  Be sure to answer both of the following questions:

1.  What is your vision of an inclusive community?
2.  What challenges do you see to building this community?    
Parent or Guardian Consent

I have read this application and the literature about the Anytown Youth Leadership Institute.  I give my consent and support to my child in their application to the Anytown Youth Leadership Institute to be held on the above selected date. (If you have any questions, please call Lake Miller at 937-222-6225)

__________________________________________    
________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name PLEASE PRINT 




Relationship to Applicant







__________________________________________________________





Signature




Date                             Phone #


Email Address
Advisor’s Commitment
Anytown delegates develop action plans to be put into place when they return home. To promote the success of Anytown Delegates, we ask an advisor from a sponsoring school or organization to support delegates in implementing their Personal Action Plans.  If you are an adult who works with the Applicant, read and sign the following to indicate your support and commitment.  
I agree to support _____________________________________________as they work to 


                                                              Applicant’s Name

implement the Personal Action Plan that he/she will develop at Anytown.  I will support the work in our school or organization to build a more inclusive community.
_______________________________________
Name of School/ Sponsoring Organization 
_______________________________________    
Staff signature

  


Date
Camp Fees and Scholarship Information
Instructions: 
1. Check one of the payment options.
2. Include your $25 application registration fee with this application. Applications without fee will not be processed unless pre-arranged.
3. This life changing experience which includes 2.5 days of Anytown and a year of bimonthly follow up sessions is $150 for students who do NOT receive free or reduced lunch.  We offer full scholarships for those on free or reduced lunch.  Please notify NCCJ if this is a hardship.
Cancellation Policy: Cancellations made prior to two weeks before the program will receive a full refund minus the application fee of $25.  Refunds are not available for any cancellations received after this date.
Payment Options: Please check the boxes that apply
(Make checks payable to “NCCJ of Greater Dayton”)
· I have enclosed only the application fee of $25 with this application. 
· I do NOT receive free or reduced lunch.  
· I receive free or reduced lunch.
· I have enclosed $175 with this application. I will be paid in full.

· I will pay remainder of what is due once my child is accepted into the program.  
· I am being sponsored by my school/organization/agency.  They will mail payment no later than one week prior to the program. 

Sponsor Information:  Must be completed if applicant is being sponsored by a school or agency.

Sponsoring School, Agency, Organization: 











Address: 















Name of Contact Person: 




 Phone: 






Email Address: 














Contact Title/Position: 













The completed Anytown application must include the following:

· Applicant information and agreement filled out and signed

· Responses to the essay questions

· Parent/Guardian agreement signed 

· (if applicable) the School or Sponsoring Organization agreement signed by an authorized staff person

· Completed Pre-Survey

· Marked off a payment option on page 4

· Payment of $25.00; if check, please make payable to NCCJ of Greater Dayton

Send your application to:

NCCJ of Greater Dayton
Attn:  Lake Miller
131 N. Ludlow St. Suite 27
Dayton, Ohio 45402

   Application deadline is two weeks prior to camp
For more information about Anytown call Lake Miller at (937) 222-6225.

Non-Negotiable

There are certain non-negotiable rules for these 2.5 days at Anytown that must be clearly understood.  These rules provide for the health and well-being of all community members and are in line with the NCCJ risk management requirements.  If situations arise where there is not a specific guideline for behavior, Anytown community members are expected to consider the welfare of the community and its goals in making judicious decisions.  These rules will help us begin to build a respectful, inclusive community.

 

All Anytown Community Members are expected to:

· be respectful of all community members and their belongings as well as the Cricket Holler Scout Camp facilities and property 

· wear your name tag at all times 

· be on time for and participate in all activities, meetings, workshops and meals 

· follow curfew times; cabin area by 10 p.m., and inside assigned cabin by 11:00p.m. 

· remain on site at Cricket Holler Scout Camp 
 

All Anytown Community Members are expected to refrain from:
· possession or use of alcohol or illegal drugs 

· engaging in any form of sexual activity or harassment

· being in the opposite gender cabins

· delegates will not have cell phones in their possession

· counselors will not use cell phones around delegates or during staff meetings unless there is an emergency 

· delegates will not have other electronics

· counselors will not use other electronics around delegates  

· possession of any kind of weapons including pocket knives

· tobacco use/smoking during any sessions or inside any buildings
I understand these Anytown guidelines are non-negotiable and agree to follow them.

Signature






Date
Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the purpose of Anytown?

The purpose of Anytown is to empower youth leaders to understand themselves better and to take action to create a more inclusive environment in their schools.

2. Where is Anytown?
The Anytown Institute is at the Cricket Holler Scout Camp, an outdoor facility in Dayton, Ohio
3. How do we get to the Anytown Institute? 
All delegates must take the charter bus provided by NCCJ to the Anytown Institute. 
4. Do I have to stay in a cabin?

Yes, each unit holds up to ten people and has 2-3 counselors.
5. Will all meals be provided?
Cricket Holler Scout Camp provides breakfast, lunch, and dinner for us.  They will have a vegetarian entrée along with a meat entrée, and can accommodate any food restrictions you may have.  
6. Can I come for part of the session?
No.  Because we are discussing the issues of prejudice and exclusion (things we learn from people), we ask that once you arrive at Anytown, you must remain for the entire session.  This includes all the delegates, counselors, advisors, and NCCJ staff.

7. Where are the delegates from?
Delegates are from high schools in the Greater Dayton area, including Montgomery, Miami, Greene, Warren and Butler counties.
8. What are my responsibilities?
On your application there is a delegate agreement.  It states that you will participate fully in the program.  In additions you will not use drugs or alcohol or bring a weapon to the program.  We also expect that delegates will be ready to continue working with NCCJ and their high schools to promote inclusion and understanding of people who are different because of race, ethnicity, gender, economic status, religion and/or disability.  
9. What happens at the Anytown Youth Leadership Institute?
Learning, laughing, understanding, talking, and making wonderful new friends:   These are all things delegates have done at Anytown.  The day is split between discussion groups, leadership training, learning about diversity issues and free time.  

10. Is it fun?
We squeeze a lot of fun into all of our diversity discussions.  There is always a period of free time in the afternoon for hanging out, or a much-needed nap.  We guarantee that you will enjoy your experience! 
ANYTOWN DELEGATE AGREEMENT

I __________________________________ accept my appointment as a Delegate to the Anytown Youth Leadership Institute at the Cricket Holler Scout Camp during the weekend of November 1-3, 2019 OR March 13-15, 2020..  I recognize my responsibility to myself, my family, school and/or sponsoring agency to be the best possible participant at Anytown. I agree to:

1. Participate in all parts of the program to the best of my ability and be punctual for all events.

2. Meet as many people as possible during the session.  Help others feel wanted and accepted.

3. Look for opportunities to see the positive, not the negative, in people and situations.

4. Be ecologically sensitive, i.e., I will not drop trash or paper on the ground nor waste water.  Take short five-minute showers, recycle cans in containers, and not write graffiti anywhere at Anytown.

5. Remain on Camp grounds.  If it becomes necessary for me to return home, I will let the coordinators know and they will call my parent/guardian to come and pick me up.

6. Participate in interactive programs during the session with the understanding that skits or programs in bad taste or with heavy sexual overtones are not permitted.  I will seek advice from the Anytown Coordinator if I have doubts about the content of an activity.

7. Wear my nametag at all times.

8. Be respectful of all community members, their property, and Cricket Holler Scout Camp.

9. Obey curfew times – in cabin area by 10:00 p.m. and inside cabins by 11:00.

10. Refrain from being involved with cabin competitions or raids because of the possible harm that can occur, thereby ruining the experience for everyone.

11. Respect all members of a cabin—it should be viewed as a private bedroom. There will not be any visits by the opposite sex with the exception of an emergency. 

12. Be aware of potential over-association with the same delegates or staff, and make an effort to get to know as many people as possible.

13. Only leave the cabin during “lights-out” for emergencies and with permission of the Anytown Counselor.

I will not bring cellular phones (Phones are available for emergency calls), mp3 players, electronics, etc. to Anytown.  I will not possess or use alcohol, illegal drugs, weapons (including pocketknives), or tobacco.  

The National Conference of Community and Justice of Greater Dayton (NCCJ) welcomes you to the ranks of Anytown youth who are committed to the goal of creating a more inclusive and just society through change in your school and community.  The Anytown community experience prepares you to become a Change Agent for eliminating prejudices towards others because of race, ethnicity, culture, religion, etc.

We expect delegates to continue working with NCCJ and their high schools to promote inclusion and understanding after the Anytown experience.

______________________________________ _


_______________________________
Delegate’s Signature





Date

Page 1 of 8

[image: image1.jpg]tnce

e
BETERE



[image: image2][image: image3.png]